
DISABLED RESIDENT HUNTING, 
FRESHWATER, & SALTWATER FISHING 

Valid: Sept 1 – Aug 31 
Resident 

Alabama Game, Fish and Wildlife Law; Article 6; beginning with 9-11-54 

PRIVILEGE: 
• Required for hunting and fishing in the public fresh and salt waters of state for residents 16-64.

NOTE: 

• All non-residents over 16 years of age must purchase a non-resident license, even if
they are landowners, see LANDOWNER. 

• Hunting license not required of resident landowner hunting their own property (AL
driver’s license required). 

• Residency is defined by the state driver’s license.

• Fishing license not required to fish from bank only in county of residence with ordinary
hook and line or private lakes or ponds. 

• Alabama residents home on leave from Military with copy of leave papers are exempt
from hunting and fishing license requirement. 

• Hunting and freshwater fishing license purchase includes privileges of the Wildlife
Heritage License. 

• Hunter Education certification also required if born on or after 8/1/77.

• WMA license also required for hunting deer, turkey, and waterfowl.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS: 

• The following documents may be presented to your local Probate Office or License
Commissioner: 

o Social Security Administration Management
o US Office of Personnel
o US Railroad Retirement
o Retirement Systems of Alabama
o Other Public or Private Entity (disability statement from private business or governmental

agency)

• ANY other documents must be reviewed and processed in Montgomery Office.

COST:  

• Hunt All-Game ........................ $6.15 

• Freshwater Fishing ................. $3.00 

• Saltwater Fishing .................... $3.00 

HOW TO PURCHASE YOUR LICENSE: 
• Visit your local Probate Office or License Commissioner

• Visit the Montgomery Office (64 North Union St., Ste. 567, Montgomery, AL 36104)

• Mailing a completed application (download at outdooralabama.com/licenses) to Dept. of Conservation,
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries, Attn: License Sales: 

o PO Box 301456, Montgomery, AL  36130-1456
o 64 N Union St., Ste. 567, Montgomery, AL  36104 (overnight)
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

100% PHYSICALLY DISABLED RESIDENT RECREATIONAL 
HUNTING, FRESHWATER, & SALTWATER FISHING 

Valid: Sept 1 – Aug 31 

LICENSE HOLDER:  all information is required.  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED

Name:    ____________________________________________________________________ 
(1)Social Security #: - -    Driver’s License #  __________________

Date of Birth:     Email:   __________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________________________

City:     County:     State:    Zip:  _______

Phone: Hm      Wk     Cl   _______________

RESIDENCY               How long have you been a resident of Alabama? _________ 
For the purpose of buying hunting and fishing licenses, residency is determined by the issuance of your 
driver’s license.  Residents with non-driver’s ID card and those with no ID must submit proofs of residency. 
See the revised residency flyer.  

Non-Driver ID cards will be checked for valid driver’s license in other states. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS – ALL DOCUMENTS MUST BE DATED WITHIN PAST YEAR. 
Applications with the current SSA Benefits Planning Query (BPQY) or a Benefits Verification Letter can be immediately 
issued. To get a BPQY, visit your local SSA office or call 1-800-772-1213. 
Applications with any other paperwork MUST be faxed for approval prior to issuing.  Please include your contact information:  

Probate Offices/License Commissioner’s A-H (Autauga – Houston) fax to (334-242-3032) 
Probate Offices/License Commissioner’s J-W  (Jackson – Winston)  fax to (334-353-3208) 
 Please see the handout attached for more information.  We will respond immediately! 

LICENSE TYPE 
Annual Hunting  $ 6.15  [    ] Annual Freshwater Fishing  $ 3.00  [    ] Annual Saltwater Fishing  $ 3.00  [    ]

CERTIFICATION:  By signing below, I: 
 certify that I have met the requirements to qualify as a resident of Alabama (see above).
 certify that I am 100% totally and permanently disabled.
 am attaching a copy of the disability certification.
 am attaching a copy of my driver’s license, or
 am attaching a copy of my non-driver’s ID and 2 documents proving I am an Alabama resident.
 authorize release of application and all attachments to the Dept. of Conservation / WFF Division.

Submit: (1) completed application, (2) check or money order, (3) copy of *driver’s license or non-drivers ID 
and (4) disability paperwork to: Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Div., Attn: License Sales,  PO  Box 301456, Montgomery, AL   36130-1456, or  by walk-in or express  mail requests: 
64 N Union Street, Suite 567, 36104. Questions: (334) 242-3465 or dcnr.wfflicense@dcnr.alabama.gov.   

License can also be issued at County Probate Office/License Commissioner. 

Failure to supply required information or falsification of any information may result 
in arrest and prosecution and will result in the license being revoked. 

Applicant’s Signature:  ______________________________ Date:  _____________ 
Check [  ] to be excluded from list sold by DCNR.  If blank, you will be included.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
License Number:  _____________________________________ Amount Received:  _________ Date Issued:  ______________ 

(1)DCNR IS NOW REQUIRED BY SECTION 30-3-194(A) CODE OF ALABAMA 1975 TO COLLECT
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS ON ALL RECREATIONAL LICENSES BEING ISSUED/RENEWED.

Sex: Male 
Female 

Wt. 

Ht.: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Race: 

* NEW: AL Non-Driver’s ID holders required to submit additional proofs of residency.  Applicant cannot possess an
out-of-state driver’s license.  See the Residency Flyer online for more information.

Enter Hunter Education ID State & Number:  _______   __________________________________
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Section 9-11-54 Disabled Licenses – Resident 

(a) Any person who is totally and permanently disabled and receiving disability retirement from a public or private entity or a 

disability benefit from the federal Social Security Administration, the United States Railroad Retirement, the United States

Office of Personnel Management, the Retirement Systems of Alabama, or a unit of federal, state, or local government designated

by rule of the department and who has been a bona fide resident of this state for not less than 90 days next preceding the date

of application may, upon the payment of an annual license fee as provided in subsection (b), plus an issuance fee of one dollar

($1), procure a special fishing or hunting license in the following manner: The applicant shall file with the person, in the county 

in which he or she resides, who is duly authorized to issue licenses, an application, stating his or her age, place of residence,

post office address, and length of residence in this state. The application shall have attached evidence of the receipt of disability

benefits as may be required by rule.

(b) For purposes of this section, annual license fees shall be as follows:

(1) Hunting license: five dollars ($5).

(2) Freshwater fishing license: two dollars ($2).

(3) Saltwater fishing license: two dollars ($2).

(c) The annual license and issuance fees provided in this section shall be subject to adjustment as provided in Section 9-11-68.

(d) The license application process, including, but not limited to, providing proof of residency and disability status, may be

established by rule.

(e)(1) a.  A fishing license issued pursuant to this section shall be in lieu of the annual resident fishing license in Section 9-11-53. 

b. A hunting license issued pursuant to this section shall be in lieu of the annual resident hunting license in Section 9-11-44,

except for the disabled military veterans hunting license provided in that section.

c. (1)  A saltwater fishing license issued pursuant to this section shall be in lieu of the annual resident saltwater fishing license

in Section 9-11-53.1. 

(2) This section does not supersede any additional license or requirement to hunt on state-operated wildlife management

areas, as provided in Section 9-11-45 or to hunt migratory waterfowl, as provided in Section 9-11-433.

(3) An annual resident hunting or freshwater fishing license for a person with a disability shall entitle the license holder

to all of the privileges of the wildlife heritage license.

(f) The issuing officer or authority shall be allowed an issuance fee of one dollar ($1) for each license issued. In counties in which

the probate judge or issuing officer is on a fee system, the issuing fee shall be retained by the probate judge or issuing officer,

and in a county in which the probate judge or issuing officer is on a salary basis, the issuing fee shall be paid into the county 

treasury. These licenses shall not be issued by special agents.

Section 9-11-44.1 Persons 16 years of age or older required to present certification of 

completion of approved Hunter Education course prior to obtaining 

hunting license; penalty. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person born on or after August 1, 1977, and of 16 years of age or older, or his or her agent,

to procure any annual, trip, or wildlife heritage hunting license unless the person has been issued and exhibits to the

issuing agent at the time of purchasing any annual, trip, or wildlife heritage hunting license, a certification of satisfactory

completion by the person of a hunter education course approved by the Department of Conservation and Natural

Resources. The person shall only be required to exhibit the certification at the time of purchase of his or her initial

license. The exhibition of the certification shall not be required at the time of purchase of subsequent licenses if the

person exhibits to the issuing agent at the time of purchase a license which was issued by this state to him or her in a

previous year. Notwithstanding the foregoing, active duty U.S. military personnel, Alabama residents who are active

members of the National Guard of the United States, and persons certified by the Alabama Peace Officers Standards

and Training Commission as law enforcement officers who are employed by a law enforcement agency, as the terms

are defined in Section 36-21-40, upon submission of proof of that status, shall be exempt from this requirement. The

Commissioner of Conservation and Natural Resources may provide by regulation for the specific proof requirements.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a), it shall be unlawful for any person authorized to issue hunting licenses

in this state to issue any annual, trip, or wildlife heritage hunting license to any person born on or after August 1, 1977,

or his or her agent, unless that license agent shall have been provided with a certification of satisfactory completion by

the person of a hunter education course approved by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources or in lieu

of a certification a license issued by the state to the person in a previous year.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a), it shall be unlawful for any person born on or after August 1, 1977, of

16 years of age or older, to hunt in the State of Alabama pursuant to any Alabama lifetime hunting or Alabama lifetime

hunting and fishing license, without the person first obtaining a certification of satisfactory completion by the person

of a hunter education course approved by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person or his or her agent to wrongfully or fraudulently obtain or issue this certification.

(e) The Commissioner of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources may provide by regulation the procedure

whereby the department may revoke or cancel any hunting license and/or hunter education certification upon

determination that the holder thereof was not entitled to issuance or obtained the license or certification by any

Disabled Resident Hunting, Freshwater & Saltwater License 

Code of Alabama www.legislature.state.al.us



Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division – License Manual 
Revised: 09/17 

Section III – NN. 4 

fraudulent means. Upon revocation or cancellation, the holder thereof shall surrender the license and/or certification to 

the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

(f) The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, shall prescribe

a course of instruction in competency and safety in hunting and in the handling of firearms and archery equipment. The

Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries shall also prescribe procedures whereby competent residents of this state

shall be certified as hunter education instructors. The Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries may approve hunter

education courses from other jurisdictions.

(g) Any person violating any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.

(h) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, a person may obtain any required trip, annual, or wildlife

heritage hunting license without the above-required certification, but shall only be entitled to hunt under a "supervision

required" status, which shall be noted on the face of the license, under which the person may only hunt under the

supervision of another person otherwise meeting the requirements of subsection (a) as a licensed or otherwise lawful

hunter aged 21 years or older who is not the holder of the "supervision required" license. For the purposes of this

subsection, "supervision" shall mean under the normal voice control, not to exceed 30 feet, of the supervising person.

Section 9-11-45 License to hunt deer or wild turkey on wildlife management areas; 

fee of issuing authority; disposition of fees. 

(a) Whoever hunts on state operated wildlife management areas in this state shall pay a special annual license fee of fifteen

dollars ($15) in addition to the amount of the state, county, or nonresident's licenses specified in Sections 9-11-44 to 9-

11-49, inclusive, payment of which shall be evidenced by a stamp, license, big game tag system, or other appropriate

method as the Commissioner of Conservation and Natural Resources may prescribe.

(b) The issuing officer or authority shall be allowed a fee of one dollar ($1) for each special license issued by him or her,

which issuing fee shall be in addition to the cost of the special license. In counties where the judge of probate or issuing

officer is on the fee system, the issuing fee shall be retained by the judge of probate or issuing officer, and in counties

where the issuing officer or judge of probate is on a salary basis, the fee shall be paid to the county treasury; provided,

that the license established by this section shall not be required of any Alabama resident who is 65 years of age or older

or who is 15 years of age or younger.

(c) All license fees collected under this section shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the Game and Fish

Fund and shall be expended in the operation of the Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries program, including

the acquiring of additional conservation officers and the expansion of public hunting areas.

(d) Whoever uses a shooting range on state-operated wildlife management areas and who is required to have a valid hunting

license in order to hunt shall hold a valid license issued pursuant to this section or a valid license issued pursuant to

Sections 9-11-44 to 9-11-49, inclusive.

(e) Whoever hunts on state-operated wildlife management areas without first obtaining the proper hunting license and the

special license required in this section, or whoever utilizes a shooting range on state-operated wildlife management

areas in this state in violation of this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable as prescribed in Section 9-11-51.

Section 9-11-68 Cost adjustments - Hunting and fishing licenses. 

Beginning with the license year October 1, 2010, and each license year thereafter, those license fees and issuance fees 

specified in Act 2007-418 shall be subject to a possible cost adjustment based on the following procedure: By the end of 

November of 2009, and each November thereafter, the Director of the Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries of the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, with the approval of the Commissioner of the Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, may submit to the Chair of the Advisory Board of Conservation and Natural Resources, 

a recommendation of an increase in both the license fees and issuance fees for the licenses, based on the percentage increase 

in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) (All Items - U.S. City Average) maintained by the U.S. 

Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the immediately preceding yearly period of October to October, 

rounded down to the nearest nickel. The recommendation shall be subject to the approval of the Advisory Board of 

Conservation and Natural Resources on or before the end of March of each year. If the increase is approved by the Advisory 

Board of Conservation and Natural Resources, the board through its secretary, by the end of March of each year, shall submit 

the board's recommendation to the Chair of the Legislative Council, for the Legislative Council's review and approval. In 

the event the recommendation is not disapproved by the Legislative Council by the end of April of each year, the 

recommendation of the board shall be deemed to be approved. In the event one or more years elapses during which there is 

no adjustment as provided for herein, the same procedure may be followed to obtain a net cumulative increase since the 

previous increase. 

Section 9-11-87 Means of catching game fish generally 

It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch or kill or attempt to take, catch or kill any game fish by any other means 

than ordinary hook and line, artificial lure, troll or spinner in any of the public waters of this state. Any person who violates 

the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less 

than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 
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Section 9-11-417 Hunting licenses required of preserve patrons; seven-day license; 

operators as agent vendors of licenses. 

(a) Alabama hunting licenses shall be required of all persons hunting on licensed hunting preserves. Alabama residents shall

be licensed under the regularly established game laws. Each non-resident hunting on a licensed preserve shall be required

to possess a regular non-resident annual hunting license or a non-resident trip hunting license.

(b) In lieu of a regular hunting license as provided in subsection (a), either a resident or a non-resident may purchase a seven-

day commercial fowl hunting preserve license that allows that person the privilege of hunting only artificially propagated

or pen-raised fowl as designated by the Commissioner of Conservation and Natural Resources as legal to hunt on a

licensed commercial fowl hunting preserve. The cost of a seven-day commercial fowl hunting preserve license shall be

$8.00, plus a $2.00 issuance fee. The license shall be valid for seven consecutive days from the date of issuance.

(c) To better serve the public and in order that the state will not lose revenue from the loss of sale of licenses to out-of-state

visitors arriving on weekends, each hunting preserve operator licensed pursuant to this article shall be an agent vendor

of all non-resident and resident hunting licenses with any issuance fees collected therefor to be remitted to the judge of

probate of the county in which the preserve is located.

Regulation 220-2-.06 Game Animals Designated 

The following animals are hereby designated as game animals: Bear, Beaver, Coyote, Deer, Opossum, Eastern Cottontail 

and Swamp Rabbit, Raccoon, Squirrel, Nutria, Fox, Mountain Lion (Cougar), Groundhog, Bobcat, Red Wolf, Feral Swine 

(Wild Hog or Wild Pig), and Alligator. 

Regulation 220-2-.34 Game Fish Designated 

The following shall be named and designated as game fish:  All members of the sunfish family (Centrarchidae) to include:  

Black Bass - largemouth, smallmouth, spotted, Alabama, shoal, and those species formerly known as “redeye” bass, which 

are now known separately as Coosa, Warrior, Cahaba, Tallapoosa, and Chattahoochee bass, based on their respective 

drainages.  The Alabama bass was formerly known as spotted bass in the Mobile drainage.  Bream - rock bass, flier, shadow 

bass, warmouth, redbreast, bluegill, longear, and redear (shellcracker).  Crappie - black and white crappie.  All members of 

the temperate bass family (Moronidae) to include:  Temperate Bass - saltwater striped, white, and yellow bass and any 

hybrids thereof.  All members of the pike family (Esocidae) to include:  Pickerel - chain, redfin, and grass pickerel.  The 

following members of the perch family (Percidae):  Perch – sauger (jack), walleye, and yellow perch.  The following 

members of the trout family (Salmonidae):  Trout - rainbow trout. 

Regulation 220-2-.85 Hunter Orange Requirement for Hunting and Definition of Open 

Permit-Public Land 

(1) All persons hunting any wildlife species (except waterfowl, turkey, and mourning dove and while hunting legally

designated species during legal nighttime hours) during dates and in areas open by regulation to gun deer season are

required to wear an outer garment above the waist with a minimum of 144 square inches of hunter orange or either a

full size hunter orange hat or cap. Hunters are not required to wear hunter orange when hunting from a stand elevated

twelve (12) feet or more from the ground, when hunting in an enclosed box stand, when traveling in an enclosed

vehicle, or when traveling on foot no more than twenty feet directly between an operating enclosed vehicle and a stand

where the hunter is exempt from the hunter orange requirement.  The hunter orange must be worn when traveling on

foot between an operating enclosed vehicle and exempt stand when the distance is more than a direct distance of

twenty feet.  A small logo and/or printing is permitted on the front of hunter orange caps; otherwise, hunter orange

must be of solid color and visible from any angle.  Only hunter orange, commonly called blaze orange, ten mile cloth,

etc., is legal.  The various shades of red as well as camo orange are not legal.

(2) “Open Permit-Public Land” is defined as governmentally owned land open for public hunting and/or lands made

available to the public on an individual basis whether for a fee or not.  Examples of such lands would be national forest

lands, lands owned by lumber companies and utility companies available for use by hunters either through free permits,

fee permits or no permit requirement.
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